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these changes, visiton nefuming o
Hurdson after besng avway still fiod it to
beet thoe Sty place thisy remem berd.
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Combining Capital
with Character in
Historic Downtowns

Formmerdy the social heartheat of

the commury, many helons down-

s, ane showdy losing thedr pele
warde and place & pheotal sodial
gatherng areas. 'Whike some rest
dents push for revitalization, others
are bent on presendng the town's
identity, Hudson, Chio, is trying to
do both.

Home o maery of the amea’s
“firsts,” tmeluscling the frst mil slop
and the first collepe—Wesiem
Resene Linteemity, now 3 plepss
tony school—Hudsan becams an
Empartant periler [of commoe ard

First & Mals, Hudsos's peaty revitalized downtown,
embraces the town's historic culture by blendimg new local,
megional, and rational shops, and residences and clffices
with the teo-pear-old Main Streat,
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ethutaion, beoommg 8 premees
sulbwrty of both Cheveland and Akon,

Bl I fhee Lol 19505 and earky
apgas, mgianal retail sprovd led
shoppers away from the unsque,
guaird shops that made Hudson's
higionc downbinnm an ofgInal expe-
rience. Stores began o close and
1he conler of [own Degan 1o Shionw
signs of detetiomtion. In 1995 a
coalilion of residents and leaders
realized dowmtown reitalization
warh pratid 10 the commanity®s
ernnomic recoveny and made it
& ly initiafhee in the afy's com
prelsensee plan. The challesnge
s e fo aold creating a
cookie-uiter [ifeshyie comter and
preseras Hudson's historc district
The solution was a revitnlization
effart imaobding a unigue pariner:
ghip al residents, the oy, and
privaie developers.

first & Bain, Hudsom's newly rev
takized cowanbowr, embeaces the
towm's bisdonc culfure by blending
new |ocal, segional, and national
whiopr, and peidenoes and ollices
with the spo-ysar-okl Mam Strest.
Tien s in Thee making, the 560
millaon revitalimtion was achieved by
ncorponmting the iollowing, concepis:
PINCLUDING & NONRETAIL
DERAND SENERATOR In Hudson,
ihe generlar is the mew fegional
Eorary, but in other commwunities it
car be a post office, a oty ilown
hall, an aris center, of @ recreation
certer. An anchar 1hal B not & shone,
burl thet serves to generbe oonsks-
lerd peechi=dinan b, m eassnhol
[* BUILENG ©N PAST SUCCESSES
WMerd communsSiers e i Tew Seas
fures i whweh they tae pride. These
newd i be embraced and a way

lound bG ncoipoiate e il he
planning. In Hugdson, the feabues.
WETE T village gneens and 4 Senes
of quaink, two-story shops that pap-
ulabed e downioen, The redewel-
oped area has been completed i a
lashion Ul 5 vehholly corledual
INCOEOTInG O now 'r1..."-_‘-'-:(' i LU
andd usng anchiteciuml themes. on
tistenl with the historic struciures,

[ CREATMG CossmcesE. A public
referendum was reguired 1o push
ther project foraard, 5o a public)/
preivate parneship between the
diesselapert and the cty of Hudson
was loeged, bosienng A design
process that was oollabomthe,

[ SELECTMG DIVERSE FERCHANTS
Natianal mtailers such as Tatbot's,
Coldweter Crepk, Chica®s, and

Ann Tador LoB have been inte-
prated wiih e restaurings and
one-pd-a-kind bowtigues. The setadl
portann of the progect iS5 anchoned
Iry & zo.000-squanefoot European-
W groceT,

[ MABKETIRG TOOETHER A% Omar [
varsking dowmbmvm’®s commercial
district has historically been kit
a% Main Street, and the new ama's
pEimary commescal strech was 1o
b kncan as First Street. Thius, the
maariker Fired £ Mo wad selected
o commanigate to he community
ikat the endine downbown districl
was offered as a whale. In addi
ficn, the new develspmient memged
its menchants association with the
exigling downbown association far
event planning, markeling, adver-
lising, ard the like,

Toclay, downborn Hudsen has an
mpansiee new libaey, a grooeny
share, condonmenems, mone shops,
and many new offices. Yet, despite 21
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